
 

 

MANDAN Historical Society 

Board of Directors Meeting 

September 25, 2021 

Location: Mandan History Society Museum; 3827 30th Avenue NW, Mandan  

Present: President Bob Porter, Secretary Kathye Spilman, Treasurer Bill Engelter, Directors Bob 

Barr, Joel Winckler and Sharon Huettl and Laine Pope (via conference call) 

Absent: Vice President Walt Russell 

The meeting was called to order by President Porter at 10:03 a.m.  Quorum was present. 

Officers’ Reports 

Secretary’s Report: Minutes from the May 2021 meeting were offered. Motion to approve 

minutes approved via voice vote. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: No report available.  But reported museum cash box receipts were $122.50 

for the season, approximately 50% higher than prior year which was first year of operation and 

operations/attendance impacted by COVID.  Final invoice and payment for museum construction 

and furnishing expenses and the $10 annual report fee is still pending. 
 

Other Officers Reports: Nothing to Report. 
 

Committee Reports 

 

Membership Committee:  

▪ Effort to send out membership reminders tabled.  Bob Porter offered to help, if form and 

envelopes could be prepared. 

▪ Effort to incorporate online membership renewal via the website remains tabled due to lack 

of resources. 
 

Buildings & Grounds Committee: Bob Porter and Kathye Spilman have coordinated supplies 

and resources to relocate the former Post Office / Library cornerstone to a more prominent 

location along the north fence line.  Location reviewed with ND State RR Museum members. 

 

Communication & Public Relations Committee:  Bob and Kathye will be attending Morton 

County Historical Society meeting in Hebron next month to represent the Historical Society. 

Heritage Home Committee: Hanley Home has been sold.  Buyer Unknown.  No progress to 

report on efforts to re-sign the current homes. 
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Grant Committee: Nothing to Report 

Donations & Acquisitions Committee:  Nothing to Report. 

Endowment Committee:  Nothing to Report. 

Nomination Committee:  Nothing to Report. 

 

Old Business 

▪ BNSF Bridge Replacement Mitigation – Secretary Spilman summarized recent 

developments including approval for the current bridge to be removed.  She has been 

providing comments on behalf of  MHSoc including keeping grant administration local i.e. 

to SHSND and limit requirement for professional historian oversight to just HAEBs report.  

Total mitigation costs for BNSF limited to $500,000 with US Coast Guard approval. 

▪ Mandan Middle School Bell Display – Tabled  
 

New Business 

Sharon Huettl brought in detailed proposal to work with Newspapers.com to digitize the 

newspapers in the Society’s possession.  The digitized files become their property, but they 

provide shipping containers, pay shipping, provide labor and return hardcopies.  They will also 

provide free 5-year membership to all Board Members.  Additional discussion ensued.  Motion 

made and seconded to authorize Sharon to continue to negotiate on the Society’s behalf.  Motion 

approved via voice vote.  All agreed President Porter is authorized to sign such an agreement on 

the Society’s behalf. 

Secretary Spilman indicated she was working with the staff of Morton County on their 

Greenwood Cemetery project.  She had received and electronic copy of their files from their staff 

with all the information they had compiled during their recent research efforts.  Bill Engelter 

found the book in the MHSoc library and suggested that book be scanned and added to those 

files as well. 

Next Meeting: December 4 at 10:00 am at Keitu Engineers Conference Room at 1403 27th St 

NW in Mandan (tentative)   
 

Motion to adjourn at 11:55 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kathye Spilman 

Secretary Approved: December 4, 2021 


